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PRE-DEPARTURE GUIDE

STEP 1: PLACEMENT

If you need assistance with placement, please ensure that
the following documents are uploaded to the Ministry’s
Academic System or MAS (www.mohe.edu.kw) and
assigned to the Los Angeles office:
* Valid passport and civil ID card
e Complete high school transcripts (in English) or IGSCE
certificates (if applicable)
* English proficiency scores (if available)
e SAT test scores (if available)
* Preferred study location/program
* Your current home and email address are required,
please make sure to have updated information on
your civil ID card

STEP 2. AUTHENTICATION

Contact your academic advisor and provide copies of the
following:

* Valid passport

¢ |-20

e Admission letter AND secondary transcripts (for

academic admissions)

Reminder: Provide the Ministry of Higher Education with a
copy of your authentication.

STEP 3: REGISTRATION

Our office recommends that you arrive two weeks prior to your
program start date to avoid any delays with your registration.

Upon your arrival to the U.S. contact your placement advisor
and provide copies of the following:
* Valid passport
* Valid F-1 Visa
* |-20
* [-94 (Your electronic 1-94 will be generated upon your
arrival to the U.S. port of entry and can be obtained at
www.cbp.gov/194).
* Voided check or Direct Deposit form from your U.S.
bank account
* U.S. permanent address and telephone number
(if available)
» Current email address
» Contact information of two people we may contact in
case of emergency (one in the U.S. and one in Kuwait)

VISA PROCEDURES

1) Make sure the information on your Form I-20 matches your
passport.

2) You must pay the I-901 SEVIS fee ($200 USD).
* [-901 SEVIS fee can be paid at FMJfee.com.
e Make sure the information on your Form [-20 matches
your |-901 SEVIS fee form.
* Bring your payment confirmation to your visa interview.

3) Apply for your visa and schedule your visa interview.
e Follow instructions available through the website of the
U.S. Embassy in Kuwait:
http://kuwait.usembassy.gov/how_to_apply.html
* Bring a copy of your financial support letter issued by
the Kuwait Cultural Office.

PRE-ARRIVAL

1) Check all your information.
e Ensure that all your information is correct and consistent
throughout all your documents.
e Passport and visa must be valid for at least 6 months
beyond date of expected stay in the U.S.

2) You may arrive to the U.S. no more than 30 days prior to the
start of your program.

TRAVEL & ARRIVAL

1) Carry all your original immigration documents with you at all
times during your travels; do not check them in with your
luggage.

2) Complete the CF-6059B Customs Declaration form provided
to you during your flight.

3) Secondary inspection requirements. If the Customs and
Border Patrol officer cannot verify your information or you do
not have all the required documents, you may be directed to a
“secondary inspection” interview.
* Make sure to have the name and phone number of the
foreign student advisor at your school.
* If you arrive at the U.S. border without all the necessary
e paperwork, CBP officials may issue you a Form I-515A,
“Notice to Student or Exchange Visitor”.
* Failure to provide proper documentation or compliance
with directions in Form I-515A may result in denied entry.

4) The Kuwait Cultural Office’s normal business hours are
Monday through Friday, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm
to 5:00 pm.

» Students may attend registration at 11:30 am or 3:30 pm,
Monday through Friday, and must arrive 30 minutes
prior to the desired orientation time.

* Bank accounts must be opened prior to reporting to
orientation.

» Students reporting directly to the university can
complete their registration via email or fax.

* Report to your program immediately.

* We strongly recommend arriving in the U.S. during the
work week (Monday-Friday) between the hours of
9:00am-5:00pm to ensure that the Consulate and/or
offices at your program of study are open and able to
assist you with any urgent matter.

5) In case of an emergency or after hours please contact the
General Consulate of the State of Kuwait, at (310) 279-3644.



